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Answer to your biggest weakness question

Two years ago, a young woman named Michelle Hansen opened a job to spark interest. She was not eligible, the posting was a product manager for an investment firm and she had no experience in financial services. In such circumstances, the voice of the head screams for self-promotion. If you're applying for a job, you know you're going to have to bend over backwards to hide your shortcomings. As
interviewers, when you ask a candidate to nominate their biggest weakness, they usually respond with disguised strengths. I work so hard. I'm a perfectionist. He won a silver medal at the Olympics, but Michelle Hansen won the exact opposite. She played a page in George Costaza's playbook on Seinfeld: My Name Is George. I am unemployed and live with my parents. Instead of trying to hide her
limitations, she led with them: I'm probably not the candidate you've envisioned. Her cover letter began. He has 10 years of experience as a product manager and is a certified financial planner. Hansen got the job. And she is not alone. In one study, interviewers rated business school applicants who were more interested in what they see accurately than positively. In another study, Harvard researchers
asked undergraduates to answer interview questions about their weaknesses. Only 23% gave actual negative qualities: I am being tried. I overreact to the situation. The remaining 77% hid their weaknesses within modesty: I'm too good. I'm too picky when it comes to fairness. When collaborators reviewed the answers, they were 30% more interested in hiring candidates who acknowledged legitimate
weaknesses. Applicants believe self-promotion is a ticket to land a coveted job, but evidence has shown otherwise. Undergraduates who played with their skills and achievements were much more likely to receive job offers. Executives who tried to impress board members in their capacity did not succeed in winning more board seats. And employees who went out of their way to highlight success had
significantly lower salaries and promotion rates. Compared to flattery and favorability, explains researchers James West pal and Itaiston, self-promotion is less consistently effective... It is less subtle and more transparent. In a pair of experiments, Alison Frageil and I had self-promotion come to fruition only when the audience was distracted enough to remember the information but forget the source.
Otherwise, they looked right through it: if you're great, you don't have to brag about your greatness. Of course, if you focus on your tribe you won't get a job. After confessing that she lacked her relevant experience, Michelle Hansen teded the rest of her cover letter and explained why she had the motivation and skills to succeed. I don't wait for people to tell me what to do and pursue for themselves what to
do, she wrote. I'm an entrepreneur, I get the job done... I love Starting with a new underlying and blank slate. There is evidence for a backlash against female self-promoters. Trumpet achievement violates women's gender stereotypes as a community rather than being assertive and ambitious. (This helps explain Nate Silver's finding that every time Hillary Clinton's support rate goes up when she competes
for one.) Michel Hansen gave up his shortcomings and humbly stood in front of him, overcoming the backlash. As a result, her comments about her strengths appeared to be more credible. By acknowledging inadequacy, you show that you are self-aware enough to know your area for improvement - safe enough to open up about them. Whether you're interested in being hired for what you actually bring to
the table, it's not pretending you bring it. In 1987, the Chicago Sun-Times had to replace beloved advice columnist Ann Landers. Jeff Zaslow, a young journalist, was writing an article about the search and then he made the case that he would throw his hat in the ring. How can you have the audacity to give advice? One interviewer was non-grand. I'm just 28 years old. Jaslow replied, though, that I had the
wisdom of a 29-year-old. They hired him. Home News Questions and Answers - See all 1 photo letter111Oct 2, 1995 Speed Limit! Interesting virtual speed machine (July '95). Here's a rare perfume car for honourable mentions: '318 V-8, dual 4 barrel carbs, 3-speed push button torque-flight auto, 831/44 inch Sure-grip differential with 57 Plymouth Fury. How is 150 plus mph with four people in a car sound?
Jeff Hoelzelallentown, Pa.It hard to believe. Motor Trends did not test the exact model in '58, but even if the maximum rpm of the three-speed transmission and engine limited the vehicle's top speed to no more than 150 mph. Fury could have been a little optimistic, as the actual top speed was probably no more than 120 mph and could have been used with a 150 mph speedometer. But at that time, the
strongest outrage was one of the elite group of full-size, high-performance production cars. - Ed. I would gladly bet my speed limiter that the majority of MT readers will find stage events like July's top speed article, which can be just a convenient excuse to hot rod stepping on a bunch of performance cars. Steve Dezakimoraplin, Nev.And why? Every excuse to drive a performance car is a good one. The
positive response to the cover story has been overwhelming, and we're thinking more ways to stop the latest production machines. -Ed Why did the Porsche 968 and Dodge Stealth not be included in the test to end all tests (virtual speed)? Mark Wilsoncambridge, Massachusetts, unfortunately, both 968 and Stealth were not available at the time of testing, but both would certainly have turned into
respectable numbers. In the past, twin-turbo stealth had a top speed of 154.6 mph. Porsche didn't have a chance to push the 968 to the limit, but Porsche issues 156 mph. Speed of 968 with six-speed transmission. - Ed. The Ford Probe GT did not have a list of participants in the virtual speed high speed shootout, even applying the $1.98 speed secret. I was wondering, how close did the 140 mph cutoff
come?C. Martin pittsburgh, Pa.We recorded a top speed of 133 mph with the Ford Probe GT during our 1994 Bang Test for The Buck (August. '94). Closes but no cigars. - Ed. As far as this old driver is said, the July issue was useless. What are more than 100 mph cars doing on the highway with radar, CB radio and mobile phones? Tow truck drivers and funeral homes are busy enough. J.B.
MaassKankakee, Ill.Viper GTS Uncabled Your July issue was another one of those Dodge ads (pages 58-59) with cars under tarpaulins. What's in it? Chrysler Atlantic? Brad Hansenmuscartin, Iowa Cover car catches a teaser video of the 96 Viper GTS Coupe, which is scheduled to begin production this spring. - Ed. What kind of year is it? I'm editor C. Van Tune's July editorial The Great Car - but what's
this year? Read with special interest. Born in the '40s, I grew up with the evolution of cars. I loved the styling and design of the '50s cars. I remember sneaking peaks under the canvas of new vehicles while they were sitting on car carriers. Was that exciting or what? Someone said that if one particular design succeeds, other manufacturers will follow these days. I soon put the wheels and motor in the boiled
eggs and at least the eggs look like eggs. I believe that automakers and designers sometimes have to take some risks. I know it's their perception of the future, but lately it seems like the future is standing still. Gary Lutheras Las Vegas, Nevada.If I had dollars every time I couldn't identify the year of the car, I would be able to buy a Ferrari F355 for you to drive. It is difficult to identify not only the years, but
also the model. For example, the only visual difference between the V-6 Camaro and V-8 Z28 is the exhaust and the small emblem. As each generation produces fewer car enthusiasts, governments can more easily spend time regulating cars, centralizing emissions tests, and crushing old cars. Most Gen-Xers don't like cars like baby boomers did. They are more interested in stereo power than horsepower.
If my engine had half the power of some of those stereo systems, I would be a Warren Johnson for the ProStock title! Being a 27-year-old Gen-Xer, I always thought I was raised for the wrong 10 years. Scott Windliladelfia, Pa.End of a AgeChevrolet Caprice, Buick Roadmaster, Cadillac Fleetwood: This model is part of our automotive culture. If GM implements its plan to eliminate the last three V-8-powered
rear-driving cars, it is in danger of ingring into the history of the car. GM has voluntarily surrendered the market completely to Ford. FoMoCo will take full control of the traditional. Limousines, taxis, police, hearings, coach markets. In addition, those carrying boats or trailers should buy pods or buy trucks. The people of Ford should be doing the wheel of the wheel in anticipation of the market handing them to
GM silver platters. Dale Stafford Riverworth, Kan. After year 96, the production facilities of this large GM sedan will be converted into truck buildings. -Ed. The dream of electricity SheepIt is disappointing that the May '95 Washington Report by the U.S. Government Accounting Office (GAO) report covers only the most negative findings of research on electric vehicles (EVs). In the 137-page study, electric
vehicles virtually do not produce single-endpipe emissions, and the net effect on air quality by reducing singlepipe emissions, excluding additional smoke stack emissions associated with increased electricity generation, is generally considered much less than [flame retardant engine vehicles]. As for the cost, the EV is still in the demo phase. As production increases, costs will decrease proportionally. The
rapidly evolving EV industry is preparing to meet the needs of consumers. Contrary to your point of view, on a thorough reading of the GAO report, the EV industry found it supported an overall ton. Robert T. Hayden Executive Director Of the Electric Vehicle Association of San Francisco, California.Question Corner I saw many low cars similar to race cars, and was told by engineers that they specifically
designed vehicles at a certain height on the ground. Does lowering a car affect an engineer's design? So does change matter? What are the benefits and disadvantages of lowering a car? Jodon P. Diazremon Grove, Calif.An can easily get into trouble when an owner who doesn't know the car gets out. Like many other aspects of the vehicle, inventory ride height is the engineer's judgment on the optimal
balance between factors including ground clearance, ride quality, cornering ability and ingress/transmission. Lowering the suspension lowers the center of gravity of the vehicle, reducing body roll and improving cornering, but improved handling is provided at the expense of ride comfort and ground clearance. Impacts, springs, wheels and tyres may need to be changed as part of the package. These
components can also be upgraded to improve processing without degradation. Do your work in a professional shop that specializes in aftermarket performance. You get looks and feel what you want first time around. -Ed. Driving music Anyone who enjoys listening to loud music while driving, I want to know what kind of music your staff listens to while testing the car. Eric Riveranaferville, Illinois.While testing
the vehicle: None. We are concentrating on engine sound, indoor noise levels, wind leaks and many other aspects of each vehicle. But when the test day is over and it's time to relax, Run areas from executive editor Bob Nagi's 24-hour talk radio station to senior road test editor Mac DeMere's all-country format, and from managing editor Susan Pereolt's nine-inch nail CD collection to editor C. Van Tune's
Steely Dan library. The best driving song of all time? Golden Earring's 1974 hit Radar Love won a lot of votes. -Ed. Lettermans: Motor Trend6420 Wilshire Blvd.Los Angeles CA 90048-5515.Contribution: Unwanted materials must be accompanied by a return fee. This magazine is not responsible for any loss or damage to this magazine. All accepted materials are subject to revisions, as is necessary in our
sole discretion, to meet the requirements of this publication. At the time of publication, payment is made at our current rate, which covers the author's and/or contributor rights, titles, and superior information, and is considered text, not limited to manuscripts, photographs, drawings, charts, designs. Mailing manuscripts and/or materials is original by contributor and in no way violates the rights of others, and
in any way under express warranty. The latest in car news sharing on Facebook shared on Twitter
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